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Ex’s the Convention 


Happy experiences with personnel 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
prejudiced favor accepting the 
invitation trom old missionary con- 
frere Burma, Raymond Currier, 
represent ex-patients the world 
their 46th annual meeting and First 
Biennal Convention Dallas, Texas, 
April 26-28. 

First patient with Hansen’s dis- 
ease the U.S.P.H.S. Hansenarium 
Carville, La., and later occasional 
speaker meetings the Missions 
Los Angeles, have had the privilege 
making many friends among their stafi 
and associates. While Carville, the 
former Chaplain Rash once told 
me, “You will never find better friends 
than the A.L.M.,” and have found 
his words true. 

Among the many speakers 
Dallas program were two, both eminent 
leaders the work with HD, whom 
particularly wished see hear, 
namely, Drs, Robert Cochrane and 
James Ross Innes. The former had 
known for many years Principal 
the Christian Medical College 
Vellore, India, and outstanding au- 
thority HD. now Technical 
Advisor the Missions. The latter, Dr. 
Innes, was our family doctor while Mrs. 
Olmstead and served the Methodist 
Church Cawpore, India, for three 
years while the Japanese held 
Later was moved Poona for work 
with HD, then was sent the British 
Government East Africa similar 
service. now Senior Medical Re- 
search Officer for East Africa. Natural- 
ly, meeting him once more was 
casion special joy. 

The Convention brought representa- 
tives from many other institutions far 
and near speak, including Dr. Fred 
Kluth the Leonard Wood 
orial his work Epidemiology; Mr. 
Boon Lert Santanin from Thailand, 
personal clinical assistant 
Burma friend, Dr. Richard 
now Thailand, and others from 
China. Recent visitors the Missions 
staff India, the Middle East and 
the Philippines also spoke. 

The central topic discussion was 
the control its many phases 
Governments, Christian 
agencies. Especially stressed 
was the need for sympathetic ap- 
the disabilities that may result from 
their having had the disease, 

Most interesting was the report the 
Missions, presented, for the year just 
closed, Dr. Emory Ross, president 
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the board directors. showed that 
the 160 institutions the Missions aid 
tients are being treated. that num- 
ber 2,862 were discharged during the 
year symptom-free. Such large num- 
ber dischargees points the effec- 
tiveness the new sulfone treatment. 
Though not perfect cure, the sulfones 
have done for patients with the disease 
what never was done before. Especially 
significant such report view 
the fact that only thirteen years ago the 
began trying them out 
Carville—in 1941. Generally the Mis- 
sions use the form sulfone prepara- 
tion known DDS. 

This meeting marked the retirement 
Dr, Eugene Kellersberger 
charming wife, Julia Lake, after thir- 
teen years general secretary and pro- 
motional secretary respectively. Previ- 
ously served for twenty-five years 
medical missionary Africa where 


gained wide experience with HD. 


memorial dinner was held their hon- 
when tokens appreciation were 
given. Dr.Harold Hayes Henderson, 
new general secretary, was 
sented the occasion. 

Though their primary concern car- 
ing for institutions and patients for- 
eign lands—Africa and Asia—the Mis 
sions supply the Protestant Chaplain 
the Carville Hansenarium, 
Elder. One evening Dallas was given 
dress the chaplain and two ex- 
patients. Mr. John Harmon, recent- 
discharged from Carville, 
experiences with HD, and the writer 
these impressions, discharged 1950, 
spoke the difficulties ex-patients 
meet and the need for change 
name. 

For the solid core some fifty mis- 
sionaries and workers deeply concerned 
the problems patients, all 
the addresses were abundantly worth- 
while. They provided real contribu- 
tion understanding and plans for 
work, besides providing much 
spiration and food for 

The comparatively small attendance 
otherwise was disappointing, indicating 
lack interest the part the Dal- 
las citizens. Perhaps two hundred and 
fifty attending the largest session rep- 
resented those most interested 
work the local city, addition 
the core noted above. Such gathering 
eminent and experienced workers 
one the most difficult fields med- 
ical service merited much larger hear- 
ing. Perhaps the lack interest shown 


points failure properly evaluate 
the American public’s attitude either 
the situation abroad within our own 
states and cities. 
Clarence Olmstead 
* * * 

When Chaplain Elder asked 
speak before the 
Missions’ convention Dallas and tell 
the story life, was reluctant. 
really wanted but how would 
received? This and many other ques- 
tions bothered me. took time out for 
real vacation with home folks Tex- 
as, and while there received call from 
Vic Ullman, research assistant Dr. 
Nicholas Dallis the Rex Morgan 
comic strip. flew New Orleans 
meet Vic. had several interesting 
sessions and was wonderful experi- 
ence. was now convinced that ap- 
pearance Dallas might helpful to- 
wards enlightening the public, So, 
accepted the Missions invitation and 
then, much delight, was named 
official photographer for the conven- 
tion. 

Sunday morning, April 25, 
boarded the T&P, camera hand, and 
headed for big photography 
job Carville, had previously met 
many the missionaries and doctors 
who were take part the meeting, 
was not “Stranger,—and Alone,” 
Nevertheless, must confess that had 
few mental reservations. There are 
still plenty people who shudder 
mention the odious word and after 
all, the name Hansen’s disease, which 
prefer, not being overworked. 

The convention sessions were all held 
the beautiful First 
Methodist Church, which itself 
something write home about. set 
headquarters the convention’s 
pressroom where worked side side 
with Gene Phillips, Publicity Director 
for ALM. What busy place! Tele- 
phones rang constantly and Gene was 
handing out daily releases 
newsmen, who seemed coming all 
day long. made point let every- 
one know exactly who was, where 
was from, and why was there. 

Exhibits representatives For- 
eign Missions were arranged one 
the many large rooms the church 
Speeches and small gather- 
ings were going most the time and 
tried everywhere with flash 
gun. the afternoon the first day 
the convention, were taken 
tcur the city, There were plenty 
Cadillacs the caravan. The safari 

—continued next page 
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Hansen’s Disease Texas 


The Diagnosis and Treatment 
Hansen’s disease was one the many 
scientific exhibits the 87th 
Session the Texas Medical Associa- 
tion meeting San Antonio, May 3-5. 
The exhibit, sponsored the U.S. Pub- 
lic Service Hospital, Carville, 
and the Texas State Department 
Health, gave diagnostic points, proce- 
dures, and clinical and statistical ob- 
servations various types treatment. 
was charge Dr. Fred Kluth 
Corpus 

Dr. Kluth, who research epidemi- 
ologist for the Leonard Wood Mem- 
orial working with the Texas State 
Department Health, read paper be- 
fore the Conference City and Coun- 
Health Officers May held 
conjunction with the medical conven- 
tion. Dr. Kluth’s paper dealt with the 
occurrence Hansen’s disease Tex- 
as. 
Dr. Kluth presented paper the 
same subject, April 27, the Conven- 
tion American Leprosy Missions, 
Inc., held Dallas. According the 
Dallas Morning News (April 28, 1954), 
Dr. Kluth said that the number 
known cases Hansen’s disease Tex- 
relatively small compared other 
areas the world where the disease 
exists. Nevertheless, does persist 
Texas while showing signs either 
increasing decreasing. 

Dr. Kluth stated, “Although pos- 
sible that (Hansen’s disease) was in- 
troduced into Texas early Spanish 
and possibly French settlers, there are 
early references patients. 1886, 
the first case was reported Galves- 
ton, but report from that city 1889 
indicates that the disease had existed 
there for long time and that also 
existed other parts the State.” 

wasn't until after 1930 that the ex- 
tent the disease Texas could 
judged. that time, consistent report- 
ing cases was started. The total num- 
ber cases reported since that time 
have been: 1930-34, 67; 1935-39 
1940-44, 1945-49, 79; 1950-53, (21 
1953) 

Localizing Hansen’s disease Texas, 
Dr. Kluth pointed out, “In Texas, 
many parts the world, 
disease) disease sub-tropical cli- 
mate, and part, the low seacoast. 
The southernmost county Cameron 
has the highest incidence (range oc- 
the seacoast counties 
Nueces and Galveston also have high 
incidence.” 

Further, added, low subtropical 
areas away from the coast, but with rel- 
atively high rates are Starr, Hidalgo. 


and Webb Counties, Bexar County has 
relatively high incidence and 
neither low, nor the coast. 


Home Treatment 


the 343 patients enrolled the 
Public Health Service Hospital Car- 
ville, La., May 1954, were ad- 
mitted from Texas, more than from any 
other State. However, all these were 
not born Texas, patients Car- 
ville are natives Texas, but all were 
not admitted from that state. Most 
the others are natives Mexico, Not 
all cases diagnosed Texas are sent 
Carville; some are being treated 
home private physicians, For in- 
stance, April, Dr. Kluth told the 
press Corpus Christi, Nueces County, 
that about nine people with Hansen’s 
disease the early stages are being 
treated Nueces County. 

understand that people with Han- 
sen’s disease are also being treated 
other places Texas, including San 
Antonio, Galveston and Houston. 


Carville Ex’s 


came climax swanky neighbor- 
lovely home with refreshments. The 
hostess, gracious elderly lady, in- 
quired, “And who young 
man?” replied without hesitation, 
discharged patient from Carville.” 
Believe not, she shook hand 
warmly and introduced all around. 
asked hostess she was reading 
the Rex Morgan strip. wouldn’t miss 
for the world,” was her answer. 

The next day, Tuesday, April 27, 
was interviewed reporter from the 
Dallas Times Herald, made the front 
page the evening edition. For years 
have been known the name 
Johnny Harris, the name 
Carville, but gave the reporter 
real name, John Harmon. The Times 
leprosy victim,” said was “42, heavy 
set and Who wouldn’t be? 
TheTimes Herald reporter was put out 
because the story about was cut con- 
siderably. suppose the paper did that 
make room for something more im- 
portant. However, picture the 
paper brought call from another 
X-Carvillian, now living that area. 
got together later and almost 
talked myself down giving him and his 
family the latest dope about the old 
place. The colored girl who took care 
room the hotel grinned from 
ear ear when she said, saw your 
picture the 

Tuesday night, spoke piece 


the crowd the main auditorium. 
Nervous? course, was. was 
first experience public speaker, 
simply told the audience the story 
minutes. From then realized 
that had made mistake coming 
Dallas. The people there seemed 
hang every word. When 
ished, they crowded round and re- 
ceived many congratulations. 
treated royally. Honestly, felt like 
celebrity. The ALM doing wonder- 
ful job, they are often misun- 
derstood and their motives questioned. 
have found that people who work 
hard accomplish something worth- 
while are often misunderstood. 

had many interesting and pleasant 
experiences. There was the morning 
got into animated conversation 
with Lion” the street. con- 
sidered overwhelming experience 
have the opportunity talk 
man who had been able have Han- 
sen’s and live tell about it. turned 
salesman and left with copy 
“Carville, the pictorial maga- 
zine issued the Point Clair Lions 
Club. 

believe made lot friends, good 
friends too, and learned know some 
people little better than would have 
had stayed away. the train Dal- 
las, read magazines but the train 
coming back, had congenial company, 
young grandmother whom had met 
the convention and who plans 
visit Carville 

What about pictures? took plenty, 
believe me, and got orders galore, 
enough keep busy for some time 
new photographic shop Vach- 
erie, Louisiana, but not too busy. 

John Harmon 


HARMON’S 


Cameras and Supplies 
Enlarging Specialty 


Box Vacherie, La. 


formerly known 
Harris Carville, La. 
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Hands Up--For Reconstructive Surgery 


New Orleans orthopedic surgeon, 
Carville consultant, Dr. Daniel Rior- 
dan, young, earnest, and full enthus- 
iasm for his specialty, doing some re- 
markable reconstructive hand surgery 
patients this hospital. This 
pioneer field disease but 
Dr. Riordan’s work here longer 
experimental basis the results 
have already been demonstrated. What’s 
more, Dr. Riordan has developed cer- 
tain new operative techniques which 
now using successfully patients 
with arthritis. solved the 
problem here,” Dr. Riordan said, 
worked patients with arthritis with- 
out success. Now can use this same 
technique for arthritis patients well 
those with Hansen’s disease.” 

opponens operation,” Dr, 
Riordan plained, “in which the 
thumb brought around can 
tate and complete the ‘pinch’ between 
the index finger middle finger.” Thi; 
gives the patient the ability open 
out his hand for grasping. has per- 
formed more than similar operations 
polio patients. Dr. Riordan reported 
the orthopedic aspects 
disease and his work Carville before 
the annual meeting the Southern 
Medical Association last fall. 

According Dr. Riordan, whose 
work here began 1949, about 70% 
the patients have some kind hand 
involvement such contractures, loss 
muscle, absorption anaesthesia. 
“We have been quite successful with 
early cases,” Dr, Riordan stated, “but 
more advanced cases not good. 
However, everyone who has been oper- 
ated has been benefitted,” de- 
clared. Dr. Riordan referred one 
case particular, patient had al- 
most digits, and was able give 
him so-called ‘pinch,’ that is, could 
bring his thumb and either index 
middle finger together, and now 
can tie his shoes, button his clothes, and 
feed himself.” 

“Hands improve they are 
used,” Dr. Riordan observed, and 
ter reconstructive hand surgery pa- 
tient can usually almost any kind 
work except working with anything hot 
handling heavy very small ob- 
jects. can typing (if there 
make small things such 
toys, plastic articles, ceramics, and 
carpentry.” 

Dr. Riordan emphasized 
cal and occupational therapy are both 
important for recovery and 
rehabilitation, both before 
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Dr. Riordan brought his distinguished guest, Dr. Sterling Bunnell San Fran- 
cisco Carville April 20. consultant Hand Surgery the Surgeon General 
the Army, Dr. Bunnell was close touch with the reconstruction about 20,000 hands 
our WWII soldiers. This work was done nine the Army’s General Hospitals 
assigned centers for plastic surgery. Dr. Bunnell the author textbook called 
“Surgery the Hand” and some the methods described this book are used here 
Dr. Riordan, ‘although there must some modification certain techniques, Han- 
sen’s disease presents problems hand surgery all its own. 


Dr. Riordan held special clinic show Dr. Bunnell what being done here hand 
surgery. Dr. Riordan, graduate Leland Stanford Medical School, San Francisco, 
received his first training hand surgery Stanford University. During WWII, Dr. 
Riordan was stationed the Plastic, Orthopedic and Hand Surgery Center, Valley 
Hospital near Phoenixville, Pennsylvania. 


surgery. only one step,” Dr. 
Riordan declared, reeducation 

Carville’s physical medicine 
up” program outstanding and 
tensive. The physical therapy depart- 
charge Mr. John Simio, assisted 
Miss Christine Tanaka, both gradu- 
ate therapists. Among the P.T. treat- 
ments given are massage, electrical stim- 
ulation, forms heat such 
red, parrafin wax, whirlpool, diather- 
my, and radiation; photo-therapy (ul- 
tra-violet) and various forms thera- 
peutic exercises, and general exercises. 
The popular occupational therapy de- 
partment headed Miss Hazel Don- 
nelson, assisted Miss Garnet Hines, 
both registered OTs, 

Reconstructive hand surgery and the 
stepped-up physical medicine program 
here has come along only since the 
vent the new sulfone drugs and Dr. 
Riordan believes that without the en- 


couraging results obtained 
drugs the new surgery would not have 

Dr. Riordan makes about visits 
Carville year, averaging two 
tions visit. generally does about 
100 operations year, but 1953 his 
average was even higher, Dr. Riordan 
drives Carville from New Orleans 
and back, distance about 150 miles, 
almost every week, despite very heavy 
schedule, does private work 
Touro and Baptist hospitals N.O. 
and instructor orthopedic sur- 
gery Charity Hospital and Tulane 
Rufus Alldredge who also serves 
consultant Carville, Dr. 
Riordan said, like work Car- 
vilie very much and feel privilege 
work here.” added, inter- 
ested hand surgery, teaching 
medical school, and orthopedic work 
and can all three where now 
situated.” 
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the Firing Line 
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Left right: Marshall Martin, Watson Miller and Dr. Brick 


Watson Miller Washington, D.C., 
has had personal interest this 
hospital and steadfast concern for the 
welfare its patients. Mr, Miller, 76, 
one the best loved and most high- 
respected men the American Le- 
gion. His vast storehouse knowledge 
about Carville serves him well “un- 
official” advisor the Legion 
matters pertaining veterans hospital- 
ized here. the present time, Watson 
Miller’s “official” position with the 
American Legion Vice-chairman 
its National Rehabilitation Commis- 
sion. 

Carville patients through the years, 
individually collectively, have 
Mr. Miller for help and en- 
couragement, and has come through 
with help whenever always 
with encouragement. local vet was 
having difficulty establishing his 
claim for compensation, someone was 
sure suggest, “Why don’t you write 
Watson When plans for con- 
struction the new Infirmary, way 
back the ’30s, seemed have reached 
impasse, the patients turned Mr. 
Miller expediate the matter, Later, 
when the appropriation for the whole 
new building program was frozen, 
took Watson Miller thaw out. 
the middle when our local Ameri- 
can Legion Post drew resolution 
seeking the formation advisory 
committee the Surgeon General 
whom could present our United Fa- 
tients’ program for changes policy 
keeping with the times, the resolution 
found its way Watson Miller’s desk. 


How has this one man been able 
much for many? Watson Mil- 
ler, himself, says, “Most work 
done great detail behind desk, but 
there are times that must come out 
the firing lines learn the greatest 
needs and Mr. Miller was 
the “firing line” when his 
first trip Carville, April 1932. 
was then National Chairman the 
American Legion’s Rehabilitation Com- 
mission, post held for years, 
that memorable visit headed com- 
mittee composed Public Health Serv- 
ice officers and other Watson 
Miller was the first national official 
the American Legion ever visit this 
hospital and his interest sparked that 
the organization whole, in- 
terest which has resulted end 
improvements this very day. 

Mr. Miller was Assistant Administra- 
tor the Federal Security Agency un- 
der Paul McNutt, former National 
Commander The American Legion, 
and succeeded Mr. McNutt Ad- 
ministrator (now the Depart- 
ment Health, Education and Wel- 
fare). During Mr. Miller’s days, 
the Public Health Service was one 
many governmental departments under 
his Agency, Later Mr. Miller became 
Commissioner Immigration and Nat- 
the Department Jus- 
tice. currently serving mem- 
ber the Subversive Activities Con- 
trol Board. 

Although Watson Miller 
various important posts our Nation- 
never seen his name headlines. 


goes for heartlines, the main one 
which leads directly Carville. 
speaking his Carville once 
put this way, sure think 
you all every day and one these days 
Carville, and least figuratively 
shall take you all arms because 
there where you are all the time 
spirit not biological essence.” 

Mr, Miller has appear- 
ance” Carville many times since that 
first visit back His most recent 
visit Carville was April 26, when 
came down from Washington with 
Dr. Irving Brick, Medical Consult- 
ant the National Rehabilitation 
Commission, The 
Mr, Miller and Dr. Brick motored 
Carville from New Orleans with Mr. 
Marshall Martin, again look, sce, 
listen and learn. 
stopped Destrehan for visit with 
and Mrs. Louis McCormick. Topic 
conversation—Carville, course. 
Here, they conferred with our Medical 
Officer Charge, Dr. Gordon, 
and Dr. Brick met with Dr. Wol- 
cott, Clinical Director. 

THE STAR and our educational ob- 
jectives won the interest and warm sup- 
port Watson Miller from our very 
first mimeographed copies. has stood 
through all our struggles, giv- 
ing invaluable aid our publication 
which says “growing import- 
ance, interest and make-up.” were 
happy again have this good friend 
THE STAR and have 
informal session with him, Dr. Brick 
touch was added when STAR staffer, 
war heroine, Joey Guerrero, greeted 
Mr. Miller who was Commissioner 
Immigration when Joey was admitted 
this country from the Philippine Is- 
lands for treatment Carville. 

Dr. Brick, Associate Professor Med- 
icine Georgetown University School 
can Board Internal Medicine, and 
certified the sub-specialty Gas- 
troenterology, has had about papers 
published his particular specialty, 
the latest which appeared the May 
1954, issue the Journal the 
Medical Association. 
Through his American 
tions, Dr, Brick has become keenly in- 
terested Carville and was quite 
impressed his first visit this hos- 
pital, observing: “It obvious that 
good deal progress has been made 
the management Hansen’s disease, 
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They Batter 


Reprinted from The Pan-Am South- 
erner, New Orleans, No. 
March 1954. 

The Pan-Am Southerner, edited 
Andy Rogers published for Pan-Am 
Southern Corporation employees and 
their families every month, and dedi- 
cated better understanding the 
mutual interests employees and em- 
ployer. 

When the Conestoga wagon and ox- 
drawn cart faded from the American 
scene, some people thought the day 
the pioneer was gone too. Time has 
proven how wrong they were. For there 
are still hundreds pioneers among us, 
many them perhaps sitting the 
desks right next you. 

examples present day 
pioneers can found than Louis and 
Steve McCormick Destrehan, Louis 
the Office Manager our Destrehan, 
La., Refinery, and Steve Mrs. McCor- 
mick. 

These Southerners have pioneered 
riers ignorance and misunderstand- 
ing concerning Hansen’s disease, which 
the medical term for leprosy, The 
McCormicks have been battling for 
more than years, since they first vis- 
ited Carville, La., town unique 
the United States, for the only lep- 
rosarium this country. Nestled 
sweeping bend the Mississippi River. 
not very far from Destrehan, its pa- 
tients are all colors and creeds and 
nationalities, 

The McCormicks first 
ciated with Carville while accompany- 
ing the national president the Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary tour 
Louisiana, Louis world War vet- 
eran and past Department Com- 
mander the American Legion, while 
Steve past Department President 
the Auxiliary and active many 
other fields also. 

Louis chuckles when recalls that 
first visit. Legion Post had been or- 
ganized Carville prior the visit 
the national auxiliary president and 
correspondence with the Post 
nection with the president’s visit was 
signed Steve McCormick. Steve was 
signing her name the capacity de- 
partment secretary the auxiliary 
that time. 

“On the day that first visit,” Louis 
recalls, Carville people really got 
surprise. was funny watch their 
reactions when they discovered that 
their friend, Steve, was woman.” 
(Stephens was Mrs. McCormick’s maid- 
name and Steve was nickname that 
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Down Barriers 


Travelling Carville regular pastime for Louis and Steve McCormick and the 
road there almost familiar the one Destrehan. After years fighting ig- 
norance and misunderstanding about Hansen’s disease, they have helped immeasurably 
opening the gates this hospital. Their efforts are noted the book, “Miracle 
Carville,” which Louis holds his hand. 


always stuck) 

From that early visit, Louis and 
Steve have been close the people 
and the administration Carville that 
they are almost legend there. 

But, their pioneering hasn’t been 
confined just visiting 
which lot people the past de- 
clined discuss, much less visit. They 
have given unstintingly time and 
gifts and, above all, understanding and 
encouragement, 

Just how much the McCormicks’ ef- 
forts have meant appreciated 
when hear what Dr, Frederick 
Johansen says about them. 
cently, when was retired Public 
Health Service officer, Dr, “Jo” was as- 
signed Carville and spent years 
his life working there. 

“Of the many people who visited Car- 
ville during the years spent there 
member the medical staff and 
later Medical Officer Charge, 
came know Louis and Steve McCor- 
mick personally and admire their un- 
work for and behalf the 
patients. 

“While their primary interest has al- 
ways been that the patients, they 
have also been considerate and loyal 
the hospital authorities and greatly res- 
pected them, 


TAR 


“They have never been too busy 
come the beck and call anyone 
there who needed their help and guid- 
ance, Often was help the families 
patients many ways.” 

Steve and Louis have had hand 
much legislation relating Carville. 
They’ve been active projects which 
resulted Carville changing from 
dungeon above ground the beauti- 
ful, sprawling hospital today. 

Many the changes which took 
place Carville were prompted 
American Legion action and, naturally, 
the McCormicks were right the mid- 
dle things. printing press found 
its way Carville. soda fountain 
did, too. Recreational equipment was 
accumulated. Two fine station wagons 
became part the hospital equipment. 

have been many changes,” 
Steve recounts. “It hardly seems the 
same place that once 
fortunate when one visitor month 
showed up.” 

“Today there are many 5,000 
visitors year, the old days visitors 
were rare that the patients who knew 
them sought keep others from meet- 
ing them because then the visitors’ 
time would spread too thin.” 

When Louis and Steve first started 

—continued page 
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Auxiliary Presents Plaza Furnishings 


Mae Hunnicutt and Aline Stribbling ex- 
amine the plaza furniture 

“Has that Carville Country Club that 
sometimes josh about come 
more than joke?” was the mental 
query, not the spoken one, many 
the localities they leisurely saun- 
tered across the concrete plaza and sat 
down one the hundred comfort- 
able metal and canvas chairs beside 
the twenty round tables sporting huge 
multi-colored umbrellas, the evening 
May 12, The rain that had been turn- 
ing plans topsy-turvy all day seemed 
like something out the past for there 
above brightly shined the moon and 
the stars twinkled all around us. The 
subdued colored lights located near- 
trees and shrubs added appear- 
ance fantasy the setting. The mus- 
sounded like either the country club 
the university. just can’t 
our hospital community, some mag- 
ported the seashore for the air 
delightfully cool for May,” someone 
mused. 

hospital not club, and while 
doubt that there are any magic carpets 
around here, things undertaken the 
national American Legion Auxiliary 
for our benefit seem have magic 
way becoming realities. 

Mrs. Lainson, Iowa, 
rehabilitation chairman the Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary, undertook 
project this year the raising funds 
for the purchase outdoor furniture 
for the plaza. Mrs. Lainson contacted 
Auxiliary Departments (States) and 
each turn put the idea before units 
the area, There were thirty-three 
partments, covering units, 
that responded this call from Mrs. 
Lainson sending along contributions 
for the large purchase. There were suf- 
ficient funds above the cost furniture 


purchase forty-eight baby spot lights, 
all weather proof, and with them color 
prisms will used. The efficient handl- 
ing these funds Aline Stribbling, 
president the Spann Unit 
with all the correspondence 
keeping this entailed, brought the pro}- 
ect happy conclusion, the eve- 
ning May 12. This date for the pres- 
entation was selected because was 
national hospital day, well the 
seventh anniversary the founding 
the Spann Unit 188 our com- 
munity. addition the Plaza Proj- 
ect, Mrs. has also promoted 
drive auxiliary circles establish 
party fund for the local Unit 188. With 
this financial assistance the women 
the auxiliary our community spon- 
sor parties for everyone all the holi- 
days the year. 

Mrs. Mae Hunnicutt, Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, Area rehabilitation chair- 
man, flew here make the formal pres- 
entation this furniture the hospi- 
tal. Mrs. Hunnicutt’s auxiliary work 
covers fourteen departments, including 
both Panama and Puerto Rico. She was 
the house guest Chaplain and Mrs. 
Elder during her visit here, This was 
her first trip our community and 
hope she liked much liked 
her friendly personality. her brief 
but impressive talk, Mrs. Hunnicutt, 
said, “It real pleasure and signal 
the hospital and every patient here 
this beautiful patio furniture. Members 
the auxiliary everywhere will 
Hunnicutt expressed the wish that more 
the women the auxilary could visit 


Mike Merriam, leader the dance band 
that presents “Music With Contrast.” 


happy over the success the Plaza Project 


our community and see 
she had, what beautiful spot this 1s. 
She said she felt could more 
remove erroneous preconceived ideas 
than anything else possibly could. 

his acceptance speech, Dr. 
Gordon, Medical Officer Charge, 
said, “It just seems that the generosity 
the American Legion Auxiliary 
knows end. was only short time 
ago that accepted for the hospital the 
gift chairs for our ballroom and now 
tonight the Administration 
want express appreciation the 
American Legion Auxiliary 
‘snazzy’ furniture.” 

Speaking behalf the veterans 
the hospital, Stanley Stein expressed ap- 
preciation the Auxiliary not only for 
this most recent gift, but for all the 
things that they have done make life 
happier for each this commun- 
ity. paid particular tribute the 
members the Spann Unit 188 
for their many fine services all us, 
Aline presented Mrs. Hunnicutt with 
beautiful summer bag memento 
her visit. 

The entertainment for the evening 
was arranged Rickman, fr., 
director community activities, and 
the plans were carried out with the 
help Bob recreational di- 
rector. Through the courtesy the Ba- 
ton Rouge Local 538 the 
Union, Buddy Boudreaux, president, 
Music Performance Trust Fund, 
Mike Merriam and his orchestra played 
for dancing. This live-wire band 
young men and predict that they 
will invited return for other 
dances. That versatile Miss Lee Burton, 
Baton Rouge, was hand with her en- 
tertaining brand playing and sing- 
ing. Tommy Milliken and Gunny Han- 

—continued next page 
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Mrs. Hunnicutt and Dr. Gordon are both 


— 
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McGhee the Connsonata organ 


Sunday morning, May was such 
cneerful morning; seemed that 
the Aimighty Father was smiling ali 
mothers everywhere, and our com- 
munity especially, Beautiful organ mus- 
floated the air, broadcast through- 
out the community over the 
chimes the Protestant Chapel. Add- 
ing everyone’s enjoyment lovely 
day, corsage boutonnier was pinned 
each person upon entering his her 
Chapel. These were the gifts Mrs. 
John Bowman, Greenwell 
Springs, who leads the singing the 
Protestant Chapel each Sunday, 

The dedicatory service the Prot- 
estant Chapel was the happy culmina- 
tion many people’s dreams, hopes 
and efforts raise the necessary funds 
purchase the Connsonata organ and 
tower chimes system vibrant mem- 
orial William Mason and Lois Rut- 
ledge Danner. Mr. Danner organized, 
and was the first general secretary 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 
This fund was begun prior the 
death Mr. Danner, tribute his 
tireless efforts have national hospi- 
tal established Public Health Serv- 
ice installation devoted 
ment Hansen’s disease continental 
United States. Prior 1921, this in- 
stitution was only for patients from 
“Uncle Will,” his friends 
fondly spoke him, was pleased that 
this drive was begun honor him and 


Dr. and Mrs. Cochrane, Dr. and Mrs. Kel- 


and Raymond Currier 


Church parlor after services 
sent along his own contribution. 

The chapel was never lovelier 
this memorable occasion. The 
roon velvet altar drapes softened the 
background and blended with the car- 
pet, the altar set arrived time, and 


the and white carnations placed 


the altar reminded each our 
own mothers. The pulpit chairs and 
communion table came just days ahead 
the dedication. Cut flowers and pot 
plants, gifts friends memorials 
loved ones, were attractively arranged 
and the entire atmosphere was one 
worshipful attentiveness, 
hanced the soft tones the Conn- 
sonata organ, played Mrs. Mc- 
Gehee Baton Rouge, 

A.L.M. officials came our com- 
munity for this special dedicatory pro- 
Dr. and Mrs, Robert Cochrane, 
London, spent the weekend here. Dr. 
Cochrane the newly 
nical medical advisor the Missions. 
Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Kellersberger, now 
Florida, who have just retired after 
years service the Missions gen- 
eral secretary and promotional secre- 
tary, joined with the service, Ray- 
mend Currier, executive secretary 


York City, gave the day’s message. 
the absence any the Danner fam- 
ily was appropriate that Mr. Cur- 
rier, who had worked the longest with 
“Uncle Will,” should tell the years 
Mr. Danner spent and the miles 
traveled the world over the interest 
Hansen’s disease patients. 

‘There were letters from Mrs. Lois 
Danner Stender, daughter, and Paul 
Rutledge Danner, son, parts which 
were read during the service. Mrs. 
listed her father’s favorite 
and they were Paul Dan- 
wrote the wish his father often 
expressed, even his last days, that 
there memorial Mrs. Lois Rut- 
ledge Danner, rather than him, for 
her work during her lifetime for 
patients all over the world. Paul Dan- 
ner said that the time contributed 
the organ fund also contributed 
toward the and equipping 
memory his parents, 

Members the First Presbyterian 
Church choir, Baton Rouge, were with 
us, Miss Lee played the organ 
accompaniment while Mr. Dallas Drap- 
er, choir director, and Mrs. Catherine 
rendered solos. Congratulatory 
telegrams were received from our 
friend, Mrs. (Mom) 
Shreveport, and from former patient 
who was interested the organ fund. 

coffee hour the Church parlor 
later gave just the right finishing touch 
inspiring, memorable worship 
service. arranged and conducted our 
resident Chaplain Carl Elder with 
the assistance his wife, Mrs. Josephine 
Elder. The large attendance was not 
only tribute the Danners and 
our mothers, but also gesture ap- 
preciation the Elders for their many 
community. 


ALM Delegates Visit 


During the last days April and the 
early days May, after the American 
Missions 46th National Mis- 
sionary Conference Dallas, Texas, 
some the delegates came here, but 
were unable stay attend the Dedi- 
catory service our Protestant Chapel. 

Mr, and Mrs, Wulff and their 
son, Robert, Albert Lea, Minn., 
brought some outstanding workers from 
Mission fields. Boon Lert Santanin, 
from the McKean Hospital, Chi- 
engmai, Thailand, who has been trained 
Dr. Buker and serves his assistant, 
and The Rev. Paul from the 
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land Happy Healing,” Hong Kong, 
were the party. How regret the 
brevity their visit for would have 
talking over their work. 

Dr. and Mrs. Wm. Hughlett 
the States furlough from their sta- 
tion Lusambo, Belgain Congo, ob- 
served the work this hospital for 
few days and Mrs, Iva McDole Salin- 
stopped here before 
going home. 

Miss Lulu Irwin, Secretary the 
the ALM, Chicago, 
met and chatted with friends the pa- 
tient body. previous engagement 
her area made impossible for 


with for the dedication the 
and chimes. 


Auxiliary 


sen, who are among our favorite enter- 
tainers from Baton Rouge, added their 
part the delightful program. 

With this occasion representing 
the Legion and the Auxiliary were Mr. 
and Mrs. J.R. Angell, Harahan, Mrs. 
Hattie Dayries and Mrs. Dora 
man, Baton Rouge, and Area 
Gonzales, Refreshments and prizes were 
purchased from the party fund Unit 
188. 


Danner Memorial Organ and Tower Dedicated 
| 
| 


—cont’d 


Barriers 


their visits Carville with such fre- 
quency some people 
dered whether they were visiting rela- 
tive friend who was patient. The 
curious have long since quit pondering 
the subject. They know the McCor- 
micks maintained their association with 
Carville only because they wanted to. 

“They were all patients then,” says 
Steve, “but they all are friends now. 
friends for some the closest and fin- 
ones have are patients the 
hospital.” 

Merely visiting the patients their 
own grounds didn’t satisfy the McCor- 
micks, They knew how much would 
mean for these people have change 
scenery, even for just little while, 
the McCormick home 
first that patients were invited visit, 
other than those their families. 
fact, two patients were married the 
home Louis and Steve. 

While recounting their many experi- 
ences Carville, Louis waved his hand 
the direction the fine pine-paneled 
wall their comfortable porch. 

home project,” beamed, 
help and assistant was Carville 
patient.” The warm appearance the 
yoom attests the craftsmanship Louis 
and his helper from the hospital. 

frisky blue-eyed Siamese cat kept 
nuzzling Steve’s hand she related her 
stories about Carville. “Even the cat 
related the hospital,” she explained, 
has authentic Chinese name, se- 
lected Chinese patient.” 

“Something about naming the cat 
lighted spark that had been missing. 
Soon this patient showed more 
est his surroundings and getting 
better, One thing led another and 
today has discharge and work- 
ing big newspaper the West 
Coast.” 

Both Louis and Steve dispay undis- 
guised joy when they discuss THE 
STAR, magazine published Car- 
ville patients and dedicated radi- 
ating the light truth Hansen’s dis- 
ease.” 

“That magazine had humble be- 
ginning,” Louis says. “It was just 
mimeographed sheet, Today real 
magazine and has circulation more 
than 11,000. goes people and or- 
ganizations all over the country and 
foreign nations. subscription 
THE STAR the best darned dollar’s 
worth you can buy today.” 

Never missing opportunity 
their own “radiate the light truth 
about disease,” Steve and 


Louis pointed out that the disease 
only slightly infectious, 

“Actually, there are many other ail- 
ments sulfered people who are 
every day which are far more 
contagious than Hansen’s disease,” 
Steve said. 

“None the people who 
worked Carville all these years 
have contracted the disease,” Louis 
added. “The misunderstanding 
exists more dangerous than the dis- 
ease itself.” 

The McCormicks should know for 
they doubtless have been more closely 
associated with the story Carville and 
its patients than any other layman. 
(Louis was appointed member the 
National Advisory Committee Lep- 
rosy the United States the Sur- 
geon General) 

“Our most recent visit,” said Louis 
with smile, “was just short while 
ago. The patients invited for sur- 
prise celebration. went and, al- 
ways, had wonderful time.” 

“The celebration? Well, when got 
there quickly learned, They were 
having party our honor. 

“We celebrated our 33rd 
wedding anniversary Carville.” 


* 
Mimeograph Gift Pan-Am Southern 


the past there have been times 
when much typing could have been 
saved had had mimeograph our 
print shop. Through 
ness our friend, McCormick, 
Pan-Am Southern has given THE 
STAR hand operated mimeograph. 
This machine was put into perfect oper- 
ating condition Dameron-Pierson 
Co., New Orleans, through the kindness 
Mr. Leonard Ruiz, traveling rep- 
resentative the mimeograph depart- 
ment. Louis McCormick and Leonard 
Ruiz, both members Voiture 201, 
Forty and Eight, have the interest 
our publication their hearts. 

Mr. Ruiz, personally, made gift 
new mimeograph machine the lo- 
cal school some time ago. This electric 
machine used get out the weekly 
publication the school, the Q.M. 


BATON ROUGE 
Shop 


Phone 


Read and Pass along 


Missed the Diagnosis 


Note: This excerpt from Wil- 
liam Sharpe’s autobiography, Brain 
Surgeon used special arrangement 
with the publishers, The Viking Press, 
New York, copyright 1952, William 
“Pan-American 
Dr, Sharpe one the pioneer neuro- 
surgeons our day. result 
half-a-century and practice, 
has contributed perhaps more than 
any other living man the advance 
knowledge how combat some 
the most dreaded human ills, such 
cerebral palsy..Dr. Sharpe’s auto- 
biography important medical 
and humility, sense drama and 
lively humor. recommended 
ing its entirety but felt that this 
particular was must share 
with readers THE STAR. show; 
the need for American doctors learn 
great deal more about Hansen’s dis- 
ease. —Ed, 


Among the many cases referred 
from Latin America the 
was young man twenty-five, from 
Quito, Ecuador, had been the 
best health until his tumble down 
Stairway year before had come 
me. The fall had shaken him consider- 


and his right shoulder was 


bruised, but experienced ill 
fects except “slight weakness the 
right One month later, however, 
noticed increasing difficulty 
using the fingers the right hand; 
then had trouble flexing and ex- 
tending the right forearm. Finally 
was unable raise the arm above his 
shoulder. 

seemed typical picture paraly- 
sis the right arm, most probably due 
traumatic lesion the nerves 
the brachial plexus the base the 
right shoulder, 
examinations and tests the hospital 
confirmed the opinion. decided that 
these nerves were being compressed 
rhagic clot; rupture tear the 
nerves would have produced 
mediate paralysis the arm, not 
gradual one. 

Having operated successfully upon 
large series more than one hundred 
babies and young children with paral- 
yzed arms due injury the nerves 
the brachial plexus following difficult 
“brachial birth paralysis”), did not 
hesitate advise the operation this 
thought the paralysis could 
lessened, or, perhaps, the arm might 

—continued next page 
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Rex Morégan, M.D. Doing Great Job 


The Rex Morgan cartoon doing 
great job its graphic presentation 
the public the problems faced 
ex-Carville patient, and are genuine- 
grateful Dal Curtis (Dr. Nicholas 
Dallis, Toledo psychiatrist, Rex’s crea- 
tor); Vic Ullman, research assistant; 
Cartoonists Bradley and Edgington; the 
Publishers Syndicate, Chicago; and all 
others connected with this strip, strip 
with mission. The current Rex Mor- 
gan story Hansen’s disease will fin- 
ish about the June. runs daily 
and Sundays some 340 newspapers 
throughout the and addition, 
Rex has wide foreign distribution. 

Recognizing the good being done 
the strip, many editors, doctors, and 
ministers are endorsing the ulti- 
mate wholesome reading. 

The Rev. Paul Hu, chaplain 
church-sponsored community 
Hong Kong, who this country 
complete theological studies Luther 
College, Decorah, Iowa and Luther 
Theological Seminary, St. Paul, Min- 
nesota, hailed the strip hero, Rex Mor- 
gan, M.D., for waging one the most 
effective campaigns this field. 
said, “All the college students read 
Dr. Morgan, His explanation Han- 
sen’s disease for the reading public 
good well very interesting.” 


President the American Medical 
Association, Dr. McCormick en- 
dorsed Rex saying, “Of all the comic 
strips, radio and stories 
doctors and medicine, have yet 
ceive criticism from physician con- 
cerning the contents and approach used 
the authors Rex Morgan, 

Our own Medical Officer Charge, 
Dr. Gordon was also enthusiastic 
about the strip. remarked, 
teresting. Impact upon public 
bound marked, one educa- 
tional medium could more 

The New Orleans States started the 
with editorial comment 
(Star, March 1954) and many other 
newspapers have followed suit. 

The editorial (April the To- 
peka, Kansas Capital was 
“Rex Morgan, M.D., the fictional doc- 
tor the popular comic strip, current- 
which involves the victim public ig- 


norance concerning Hansen’s disease.... 


This new adventure and Dr. 
other efforts fight medical frauds and 
quacks demonstrate that comic strips 
can tremendous influence for good 
impressionable readers.” 

Editorial comment the Macon, 
Georgia Telegraph (April 12), carried 
punch, “The prime purpose 


Diagnosis 
even become normal, Accordingly, un- 
der local novocain anesthesia, exposed 
the nerves the plexus removed 
small number apparent adhesions. 
But was puzzled. had found ab- 
degree paralysis. told the pa- 
tient and his father after the operation, 
and included surgical report 
the hospital record, prognosis 
very doubtful. can only hope for 
the best.” 

year later received the following 
letter from the patient’s doctor 
Quito: “No improvement the paral- 
ysis the right arm, but definite 
weakness now beginning the left 
arm. Other signs appearing recently in- 
dicate the condition due Han- 
sen’s disease (leprosy) 

Never had been bowled over and 
humbled regard for diag- 
nostic acumen! Leprosy, all things! 
Looking the literature Hansen’s 
disease, learned for the first time that 
this disease occasionally begins af- 
fecting the nerves either brachial 
plexus—my only possible 
missing the diagnosis; that plus the fact 


1954 


comic strip entertain, The 
popularity the Telegraph’s Rex Mor- 
gan, proves that his creator, Dr, 
Dallis, has achieved that 
But Dr. Dallis (Dr. Morgan) does more 
than that with his strip, From time 
time embarks crusades expose 
dispelling old bugaboos 
the moment Dr. 
Morgan having extremely trying 
time convincing citizens his city that 
they have reason fear and ostra- 
cize fellow-townsman from 
the leprosarium Carville, La.... But 
Dr. Morgan has beat down ignorance 
and superstition before the comic 
strip world and when does ac- 
complishes the same real life.” 

The editorial the Davenport, Iowa, 
Times (April 7), like the Rex Morgan 
itself, takes the positive approach, 
“The thing that brings this discus- 
sion Rex Morgan, that Mor- 
gan presently engaged adven- 
ture designed bring about better 
understanding Hansen’s disease, 
story which has its foundations the 
leprosarium Carville, La.... his ef- 
forts prove some the 
past, light will shed the public’s 
benefit. Efforts dispel the dread and 
repugnance mistakenly associated with 
leprosy will get big lift.” 


that here the United States cases 
early Hansen’s disease with neurologi- 
cal signs are seldom, ever, seen and 
recognized the medical profession. 
these days, the airplane brings 
the countries closer together, im- 
perative that doctors North 
America learn recognize diseases 
the tropics, such Echinococcus infec- 
tions, Hansen’s disease, the myriad 
diseases, and host others. In- 
deed, many ways have more 
learn from the Latin-American 
tries than they from us, 


Legionnaires —con’d 
but there are still good many 
lems Dr. Brick thinks the 
overcoming some these 
problems “the lack basic research 
and the unavailability 
search personnel get interested 
this job.” commented, Leon- 
ard Wood Memorial Foundation group 
doing grand job, but the difficulty 
getting concentrated efforts directed 
toward research disease which af- 
fects few people this large and 
great country ours. have nothing 
but praise for the medical officers 


Carville. was particularly impressed 
with Dr, Wolcott’s clinical knowledge 
about Hansen’s disease.” 

Dr. Brick, who has long been read- 
THE STAR, declared, “Your 
crusade educatiing the country and 
the world relative the social, econom- 
and rehabilitation aspects the 
problem one that definitely needed. 
sincere stating that the job you 
are doing, sure, will continued 
despite any difficulties that arise. 
sure that the Administration Car- 
ville also realizes the asset which THE 
STAR is.” 

One can understand why Marshall 
Martin, New Orleans Legionnaire 
Forty and should have 
such genuine interest the Legion’s 
rehabilitation program, attending many 
rehab committee meetings the South 
and East. Mr. Martin was the Rain- 
how Division and was severely wounded 
the Battle the Marne. had 
navigate crutches for many years. 
Marshall Martin and Watson Miller 
have been friends for years and the 
Martin home New Orleans usually 
headquarters for Mr. Miller 
family when they are the deep South. 


| 
| 
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Maurice Kennedy New Or- 
leans (1.) and Fr. Joseph Fister Car- 
lisle, Kentucky (r.), who conducted 


mission here the week after 
2), are shown above 
with Carville’s resident Chaplain, Fr. 
Edward Boudreaux (c). The visiting 
priests belong the Congregation 
the Most Holy Redeemer, better known 
the Redemptorist Order. was Fr. 
Fister’s first visit this hospital, the 
second for Fr. Kennedy. preached 
mission here and said this time 
was like greeting old friends. 
Kennedy who has been this particu- 
lar field for almost years, explained 
the purpose mission, mission 
togive people the fundamental truths 
religion that they may reguide their 
The local mission services were held 
the chapel twice daily, morning and 
evening, with large attendance. The 
majority patients this hospital are 
the Catholic faith. 
a * 

The annual May procession here was 
held the Catholic chapel Sunday, 
May The young women the 
impressive procession, all patients, wore 
lovely pastel colored frocks and each 
carried lily. The climax the May 
procession was the crowning the Vir- 
gin Mary Hilda Guerra, the young- 
est member the group. The shrine 
was banked with lilies and roses and the 
statue rested unde: gold and white 
satin canopy. The young women sang 
hymns they walked and the crown- 
ing, the beautiful, “Bring Flowers 
the was sung each girl of- 
fered her flowers the foot the 
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Golf Tournament Attracts 132 Linksmen 


Fore—Match Play Gets 
The Point Clair Tournament 


Under Way 


early morning until dusk 
Sunday, May the place swarmed with 
golfers when the 9-hole course the 
grounds this hospital was the scene 
the 5th Annual Point Clair Spring 
Invitational golf tournament, jointly 
sponsored the Patients’ 
Sports Committee and the Point Clair 
Golf Club. There were 132 entries, the 
largest the history the meet, 
from Baton Rouge, eighteen from Car- 
ville (fifteen whom are patients 
this hospital), fifteen from New Or- 
leans, and one each 
Monroe and one out-of-stater. Big Bill 
Scarbrough, 30-year old Chief Petty 
Officer the Naval Air Corps, based 
the Naval Air Station Jackson- 
ville, Florida, temporary assignment 
New Orleans, won the tournament, 
His name will inscribed 
trophy donated the Baton Rouge 
Carpenter’s Union. 

The winner newcomer the 
title circle recently won the Jack- 
sonville City Amateur and 
time winner the San Jose Invitational 
Jacksonville. 

Last year’s winner, Tommy Beard 
Baton Rouge, was hand defend 
his title, was Bobby Neames Ba- 
ton Rouge, last year’s runner-up. This 
year’s runner-up was Francis Babin 
Baton Rouge. One 
matches the tourney was played 
the 12th flight with five foot two Don- 
ald Clarke Baton Rouge defeating 
six foot three Mayor Jesse Webb, Jr., 
Louisiana’s Capital City, up, salt- 
ing away the match with birdie 
the ninth hole. the fifteen flights 
played, three Carville patients, Arturo 
Ureste, Sylvester Aneta Hino- 
josa were among the winners. Noted 
the large field golfers were Baton 
Rouge WXOK’s 
Herb Pearson, winner this year’s 
Press-Radio tournament; 
WAFB-TV; WIBR’s Ralph “Pappy 
Burge; and John “Cajan Pete” Coburn. 
Also teeing-off were Baton Rouge news- 
men Clinton, State Times; Arthur 


Folse and Ted Castillo the Morning 
Advocate. Bill Williams, sports writer 
for the State Times was pounding tie 
typewriter almost all day, Newspaper 
coverage before and after the tourna- 
ment was New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge sports writers went all 
out their columns play-up the 
tourney. our book this magnificent 
public relations, reaching segment 
the public that would not read the us- 
ual type article about Carville. 

Bud Montet the Morning 
cate called the Point Clair event, 
“Strickly golfers’ tourney and not 
meet for few top players. The folks 
who run the meet have novel way 
distributing their prizes. All flight win- 
ners names are tossed hat and the 


the winner belongs the trophy. Left 
right: Bill Scarbrough, Henry Thomas, and 
Marion Scoebell. 


golfers pull for first choice prizes 
and down the line. Thus guy 
that wins the last flight can come 
with the top The prizes included 
caddy carts, golf bags, etc. The golfers 
were served box lunch, the ninth 
hole, near the tennis court. 

The tournament was charge 
Rickman, Jr., local Director 
Community Activities and Bob Mich- 
ael, recreational supervisor, themselves 
golf enthusiasts. They were given big 
assist Henry Thomas, pro City 
Park Course New Orleans, who 
makes semi-monthly trips Carville 
instruct patients golf, and Marion 
Scoebell, pro the Baton Rouge City 
Park Course, 
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Youth Receptive Education 


have long felt that the great hope 
for enlightened viewpoint Han- 
sen’s disease the youth our 
country for they are the civic leaders 
our their Sunday 
school lessons today, they 
taught differentiate between Bibli- 
cal leprosy and the illness known 
much headway can made. 
their school rooms, these young 
ple can taught the truth about Han- 
sen’s disease, its modern treatment and 
the cherished hope that each has 
for his recovery there could 
sional case diagnosed years 
come. 

Along these lines ground 
gained. This evident the volume 
who have selected Hansen’s disease 
the subject for their theses. After the 
American Legion Auxiliary’s broadcast 
Stranger, and Alone,” was ap- 
parent the number postcards 
received from teen-agers wanting 
know more about patients this hos- 
pital. This growing interest Han- 
sen’s disease and the people who have 
encouraged the reading “Mir- 
acle and more recently 
following the strip “Rex Morgan, 


Death, which John Milton called, 
“the golden key that opens the palace 
eternity,” came recently several 
Carville’s good were deeply 
grieved learn the death 
passed away April 28, the age 
73. Colonel Rarey was the author the 
duced into Congress 1948, devoted 
much his time service patients 
with Hansen’s disease and other hu- 
manitarian causes. was truly 
friend man,” and shall pay 
more adequate tribute his memory 
the next issue THE STAR. 

* * 

Funeral services for former member 
Carville’s resident medical staff were 
held Washington, April 22. Dr. 
Jerald Guy Wooley, 65, who was with 
the U.S. Public Health Service for 
years, died April heart attack 
his home Bethesda, Maryland, Dr. 
Wooley, native Barnwell, S.C., be- 
gan his public health service career 
this hospital. came here 1922, one 
year the Federal 
over the institution and was 
charge laboratory research work un- 
til 1933 when was transferred the 
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M.D.” 


are particularly pleased when 
teachers take interest presenting 
true facts Hansen’s disease stu- 
dents, Since 1949, Mrs. Mary Creager, 
Decatur, Illinois, has been instructing 
her classes Science, Biology and Com- 
mon Learnings about Hansen’s disease. 
During these years, first Gillespie 
Community School and now the 
Lakeview School, she has encouraged 
the students work posters and dis- 
plays the subject for the Junior 
Academy Science Illinois, her 
most recent letter, Mrs. Creager wrote, 
“We attended the division meeting 
Normal and entered our 
ects judged. Among them 
favorite one, Study Hansen’s dis- 
ease.’ have never had this project 
win first place state meeting, but 
still determined. disturbs that 
the judges not recognize the 
cance it. The state meeting Mon- 


mouth College will held May 


are out win work, knowledge, or- 
ganization and help will make pos- 
sible. The students have mobile and 
two large posters for background, They 
also have the Rex Morgan, M.D. strip 
with their own critique. addition 
they have made survey see how 


Palace Eternity 


National Institute Health, Bethesda. 
Dr. Wooley contributed number 
articles Hansen’s disease scientific 
journals collaboration with other 
members the local staff and was 
one the first resident doctors write 
articles for the “66 STAR,” embryo 
the present STAR. Old timers will re- 
call that was Dr. Wooley who 1932 
arranged with Commander 
Gulliver for the U.S. Frigate Constitu- 
tion “Old come near 
the Carville bank the safety the 
ship permitted. The patients turned 
out almost masse the levee” for 
view this historic ship, thanks 
Dr. Wooley’s thoughtfulness. 


* 


The death Colonel Palmer 
Kingsport, Tennessee, last Novem- 
ber, ended the career truly great 
man who served the printing industry, 
and our nation with life- 
time good deeds and work. Col, Pal- 
mer was founder and president “The 
Kingsport Press, Inc.,” ultra-modern 
more than million acres pro- 
ducing annually over million hard 
hound books. the time his death, 
had been participant differ- 


much information the students Lake- 
view have regard the disease.” 

Sometimes student writes after his 
exhibit thesis has 
let know how came out. John 
Carpentier, Sacred Heart High 
School, Somerville, Mass., wrote, “The 
science fair over and won second 
own fault that did not 
get better award. sent you for 
help little too late. Your literature 
reached the day after the judging. 
While exhibit was display, many 
people were enlightened. have read 
about people with queer ideas 
Hansen’s disease and found abso- 
lutely true actually hearing their 
Anyone with weird ideas 
left with the truth their minds, 
next year. However, plan spend 
leisure time helping some student 
Sacred Heart develop first prize 
project that will Boston College 
Central Science Fair.” 

Roberta Fousek, Portland, Oregon, 
got the idea use Hansen’s disease 
the subject her thesis from seeing 
THE STAR the school library. This 
young woman developed very. com- 
prehensive paper the subject, com- 
plete with outline bibliography. 


ent activities, always tinte 
take one more job, help one 
more person, one more group. 
1947 when THE STAR was called 
Col. Palmer’s attention, immediate- 
became interested our work and 
his interest was important factor 
helping THE STAR obtain 
type. annually sent generous con- 
tribution our equipment fund and 
was ardent advocate our educa- 
tional program disease. 
once wrote Col. Palmer suggest- 
ing that should like article 
him for THE STAR. His reply was 
meets with your approval, help 
develop article the National So- 
ciety for Crippled Children and Adults, 
and its many avenues service the 
handicapped, rather than have you 
Col. Palmer was president that so- 
ciety for nine years and member 
its board for total some years. 
acceded his wishes (STAR, Octo- 
ber 1952). The memory Col. Pal- 
mer’s work will perpetuated through 
the erection and equipping Palmer 
Memorial Center Kingsport, for the 
rehabilitation the handicapped. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ivhen STAR was reborn 
hoped that some day would 
medium self-expression for 
with Hansen’s disease different parts 
the world. Today that “one-world” 
objective being realized, Daily the 
mail brings many letters from pa- 
tients, doctors and workers far-away 
places. Here are few recently 

DAMIAO has made intense cam- 
paign help the abolition the words 
and “leprosy” means edu- 
cational writings the subject, endeav- 
oring show the inaccuracy such 
words, trying the same time edu- 
cate doctors and the public adopt 
Hansen’s disease the official name for 
the illness. 

have appreciated great deal the 
splendid work done THE STAR 
all these years and think that 
very hard task educate the public all 
over the world, but strictly neces- 
sary differentiate the word “leprosy” 
from scientific expression meaning 
the illness associated with the Hansen 


bacillus. 
Ernani Gomes 


Rio Janeiro, Brazil 
* 

The term Hansen’s disease not 
common usage here, mainly because 
very few our patients speak English. 
did name their store, which they built 
themselves, “Hansen’s Colony Store,” 
which seemed please them when 
explained its origin. The local village 
people exhibit fear this malady 
regardless the name might 
The morale, therefore, excellent 
among our patient-friends. 

shall pleased receive your 
paper and have translated into Jap- 
anese (the common language) that 
all the patients may enjoy it. visited 
your institution 1947 while medi- 
cal student Tulane University and 
enjoyed very much, 

William Brownlee, USNR 
Medical Officer Charge 
Tinian Leprosarium 
Saipan, Marianas Islands 
* * * 

Miracle Carville has just appeared 
translated into Portuguese 
Milagre (The Great 

Miracle had appeared 
(the Brazilian Reader’s Digest) but the 
translation from the educational view 
was not very good. They used 
when could see “Hansen’s patient” 
the original. Grande Milagre 
without doubt, superior the 


Mail Bag 


sation. Congratulations Betty, THE 
STAR and Carville this recent vic- 
tory! Congratulations Brazilian pa- 
tients and ex-patients too, for Miracle 
looks like the story hundreds us. 
wish you every success your won- 
derful STAR, that ours too. 
Barcia 
Radator Topicos 
Sao Paulo, Brazii 


TOPICOS (Topis) published 
1951 Padre Bento Sanatorium, 
ulhos, State Sao Paulo, Associacao 
Editorial Topics, organization 
patients hospitalized all over Bra- 
zil, has for its purpose education the 
public Hansen’s disease. 

Articles translated from THE STAR 
have appeared TOPICOS. 

has been said that only Carville 
hatients oppose the odious words but 
Brazilian patients, through 
also campaign vigorously for new ter- 
—Ed. 

* 

Our “Sulfones for Santals” campaign 
progressing well can ex- 
pected. Some people come from far 
200 miles get treatment. now 
also supply drugs the Molda Mission 
(north the Ganges), who have 
regular patients. 

Many the early cases respond ad- 
mirably the drugs. The late ones are 
checked certain degree but not 
cured, 

get THE STAR regularly for which 
grateful. 

Father Thaddeus Mudry 
Catholic Mission 
Mirzachowski P.O. 
Rly., India 


* * 


Mr, Hinton misled you when re- 
ferred the Department Health not 
giving treatment 
negative patients. Both the patient con- 
cerned and other patients, who have 
been released from the Hansen’s Dis- 
ease Hospital, have been under treat- 
ment with sulphetrone for some years, 

setting out hereunder re- 
buttal Mr, Hinton’s statement which 
was published “Truth” 17-1-54.: 

DENIES BOY NOT TREATED 

“Director-General Health 
Queensland, Dr. Fryberg, denied 
suffering form disease 
had never been treated. 

“Dr, Fryberg was replying 
statement made the secretary 
the Relatives and Friends Han- 
sen’s Disease Sufferers’ Association, 


Mr. Hinton, who made the 
allegation last week. 

“The person concerned had been 
under treatment with sulphetrone 
for some years, added.” 

would grateful you would 
give the necessary publicity this. 
Fryberg, M.D. 
Director-General 
Health Medical Services 


Brisbane, Queensland 
Australia 
* 
Many thanks for copies THE 


STAR which you were kind enough 
send me. very much pleased with 
them, for they could tell many 
things which have never known. 

Charge So-Called 

Untainted Children 
National Hansen’s Disease Hospital 
Kagoshima, Kyushu, Japan 


% * * 

Visited leprosarium near San uan 
with patients, cottage, physician 
three times week giving oral sulfone. 
Met former Carville Legionnaire, They 
read THE STAR which ray hope 
them. Spending month April here 
visiting Posts and clinics, 

Claude Brown 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 


Mr. Brown with headquarters 
Little Rock, Arkansas, field repre- 
sentative the American Legion. 
has visited Carville many 
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“In order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s disease) 
Cairo, Egypt, March, 1938 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age, also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
as, and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control Communicable Dis- 
eases Man, 1950). These APHA recommendations are 
with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded fifty-eight years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing staff 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 


mitted freely, They are not required take any special 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their semi-annually 
for periods month, 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE bIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s, Once that determined, the 6,000- 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 


* * * 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., 
N.J., N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social gather- 


ing. 


Why Not Change the Name?—That the question asked Dr. Hartman 
Lichtwardt, Medical Director Woman’s Hospital, Detroit. Dr, Lichtwardt, 
one the foremost proponents for modern approach and new terminology, 
served for more than years the Middle East, where gained much ex- 
perience treating Hansenosis. was one the founder members the Jnter- 
national Leprosy Association, and once served associate editor the 


International Journal Leprosy. 


Dr. Lichtwardt states, “No one disease has been shamefully misunderstood 
and disgracefully misrepresented that relatively noncontagious condition, 
which most the world still knows The terms ‘leprosy’ and ‘leper 
should eliminated from the dictionary. Either ‘Hansen’s disease’ ‘Han- 
would logical name for the disease the bacillus causing was 
term without reproach, enabling one consider the person affected without 


prejudice.” 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients 
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